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mTheodore Weeks “Vilnius under Soviet Rule: Nationality, Socialism, and
Everyday Life”

This paper aims to provide a brief overview of Vilnius during the
period of what might be called “Soviet normalcy,” that is, the period
approximately 1960-1985. During this period Vilnius did not experience
major upheavals or significant political changes. Rather, this was a
generation of relative calm between the frantic Sovietization and repression
of the immediate postwar years earlier and the excitement, unrest, and
eventual political collapse in the period 1985-1991.

While the Soviet Lithuanian capital did not undergo major
political changes in this period, it did grow and develop very significantly.
Entire new housing regions were built to the west and north of the original
city center and new possibilities for leisure, consumption, and everyday life
were opened up (to be sure, not always adequately or to everyone’s
satisfaction).

The main focus of this paper will be everyday life and in particular
housing, leisure, and consumerism. But these aspects of everyday life will
be examined with explicit reference to the political reality of Soviet
socialism and its particular manifestations in the Lithuanian Soviet
Socialist Republic. = In post-Soviet Lithuania one often gains the
impression that the Soviet period was characterized by unceasing and
relentless russification. However, the barest glance at actual historical
documents show this not to have been the case. In fact, the Soviet
Lithuanian leadership was at pains (already in the 1940s!) to emphasize the
national whenever possible. The rhetoric used to justify and explain
development of the city of Vilnius, including new housing, cafes, stores, and
restaurants is revealing of this desire to combine the socialist and the
nationalist in a modern, consumerist society.

The main sources used will be from the contemporary Soviet
Lithuanian press with some official government sources.
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